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BURMA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


Report of the Committee of the Burma Chamber of Contmeroe 
for the twelve months ending December 31st, 1915. 


Your Committee have pleasure in submitting the Report and Accounts 
of the Chamber for the past twelve months, dealing with the more important 
subjects which have engaged their attention during that time. 

Committee. 

At the Annual General Meeting, held on February 24th, 1915, the 
following gentlemen were elected to form the Committee for the ensuing 
year i — 


The Hon’ble Mr.A. W. Binning. 
E. O. Anderson, Esq. 

A. J. Anderson, Esq. 

W. Buchanan, Esq. 


C. Guinness, Esq. 

J. R. Halliday, Esq. 
J. A. Poison, Esq. 
J. Scott, Esq. 


In terms of Rule 17, Mr. F. D. Couchman was co-opted a Member of 
the Committee. By a ballot of Members the Hon’ble Mr. A. W* Binning 
and Mr. E. O. Anderson were unanimously elected Chairman and Vice- 
Chairman, respectively. In April, Messrs. F. D. Couchman and 
J. R. Halliday resigned, and were succeeded by Messrs. H. B. Huddleston 
and B. E. G. Eddis. In July, Mr. A. J. Anderson resigned on proceeding 
on active service and hi^ place was taken by Mr, E. J. Holfaerton, who 
resigned on proceeding to Europe in December. 

Burma Legislative Council, 

On the resignation of the Hon’ble Mr. B. J. B. Stephens, in Decem- 
ber, 1914, the Hon’ble Mr. A. W. Binning was unanimously elected to 
represent the Chamber on the Burma Legislative Council and continues to 
be the Chamber’s representktive. 

Port Trust Board. 

In January, 1915, Messrs. J. C. Mackendrick, W. . Macdonald, 
W. Buchanan and D. Robertson were the representatives of the Chamber 
on the Rangoon Port Trust. In March, 1915, on completion of their tenure 
of office, Messrs. J. C, Mackendrick and W. Macdonald vacated their seats 
and were succeeded by Messrs. J. A. Poison and J. Scott.. 


Municipal Council. 

Mr. M. Joakim continues to be the Chamber's representative. 

" ' Fencing in-- of Circular':; Sawsr,; f 

Your Committee found it necessary to strongly protest against the pro* 
posal of the Government of Burma to amend Rule 22 of the Burma 
Factories Rules so as to provide for the fencing in of circular saws in order 
to prevent accidents, as in England. Government Twere informed that the 
conditions in saw mills in England and Burma are totally different. In 
England saw mills almost invariably deal with smooth timber, so that the 
fencing in of saws is a comparatively simple matter, though British work- 
men dislike the saw fence and remove it whenever they can, as it interferes 
with their work. In Burma, on the other hand, saw mills have to deal 
with rough timber and great iPgs of many shapes and si^es. If the saws 
had to be fenced in, these logs could pot be dealt with satisfactorily and the 
saw null industry would be severely handicapped. Furthermore, very few 
of the accidents that occur in saw mills are due to circular saws, but to care- 
lessness in other directions. As a matter of fact, saw protectors were tried 
in Rangoon some years ago, but, as in England, the workmen refused to 
use them even in cases where their use would not seriously impede the work 
of a mill, as when small timber is being sawn. 

The Government of Burma replied stating that, at present, sufficient 
grounds had not been adduced for proceeding with the amendment of the 
Rule in question ; but the Inspector of Factories had been asked to make 
an analysis of all the accidents that occurred in saw mills in 1914, and that 
further action would be postponed until the analysis was considered. Your 
Comxnittee heard nothing further of this matter during the past year. 

' , , M'erchaiidise Marks.'' Act,. 

As stated in the Chamber's Annual Report for 1914, your Committee 
addressed a letter to the Government of Burma suggesting the amendment 
of the Merchandise Marks Act so as to exclude such legends as “ Made in 
Germany,” Made in Austria,” etc., as these legends have proved to be 
the most effective free advertisements, at the expense of British manufactur- 
ers, Germany and Austria have ever had or could purchase at any price. 
Your Committee further urged that the Working of the Act would be altered 
for the better were it amended in such a way as to provide for ; — 

(a) The optional marking of British goods, and no indication 

whatever of die country of origin of foreign goods ; or 

(b) The optional marking of British goods, foreign goods to 

be marked “ Not Made in Britain,” or “ Not British- 
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(c) All British goods to be marked. "'''■Made, in' Britain 
goods being marked Not Made in Britam;,” o'r 
Abroad ” and to have no indication of comitry-'-df '/origi^^ 

The views of your Committee were supported by several of the lead- 
ing Chambers in England and India. 

The Government of Burma replied in July last that they agreed with 
your Committee that the provisions of the Merchandise Marks Act which 
require a specific counter-indication of the country of origin have been of 
assistance to foreign manufacturers in depriving British middlemen of the 
trade in foreign articles ; but this result. Government contended, was bound 
to ensue in any case because, as competition became keen, the middlemen 
between the manufacturer and the retailer tended to disappear, for no 
continental manufacturer Was likely to continue selling goods to British 
importers if in a position to secure the extra profits obtainable by entering 
into direct relations with native retailers or small wholesale dealers. 

The Government of Burma went on to say that the;^ did not thinly that 
any of the amendments of the Act proposed by the Chamber of Commerce 
would be effective in achieving the end which the Chamber had in view. 
The adoption of the first suggestion, namely, to provide for the optional 
marking of British goods and no indication whatever of the country of origin 
of foreign goods, would nullify the whole object of the Act which is to 
protect both manufacturer and consumer from fraudulent marking of any 
kind. 

The second suggestion, namely, to provide for the optional marking of 
British goods, foreign goods being marked ‘‘ Not made in Britain’* or 
“‘ Made Abroad would not secure the object in view, in the absence of a 
simultaneous prohibition of any indication of the country of origin in the 
case of foreign goods. Such goods would still be marked “ Made in Ger- 
many ” or other country of origin, in addition to the mark required by the 
Merchandise Marks Act, if their sale were found to be improved thereby. 

The third proposal, to provide that all British goods should be marked 
** Made in Britain and that foreign goods should be marked '' Not Made 
in Britain ” and have no indication of the country of origin, was open to 
the criticism that it was doubtful whether , the proposed compulsory marking 
of British goods would commend itself to the manufacturers concerned. It 
was optional at present for them to mark their goods “ Made in Britain 
and presumably such a mark would have been generally adopted if the 
manufacturers had considered it likely to improve the trade in such articles. 
The suggestion- that foreign goods should bear no indication of the country 
of origin was a measure which would probably prove to be somewhat 
difficult to enforce in practice, nor would it produce the effect desired by 
the Chamber. 



In conclusion, the Government of Burma said that a copy of the 
Chamber’s letter was forwarded to the Government of India with an 
expression of the views of the Government of Burma as set forth above. 
In their reply the Government of India expressed their agreement with 
these views. They considered that the amendment of the Indian Act 
must be preceded by a similar amendment of the English Act of 1887 on 
which it was modelled, and even then could not be considered unless the 
amendment had the general support of the Mercantile Associations and oth er 
bodies interested. 

Your Committee did not consider this reply to be either satisfactory or 
convincing. For instance, in the case of the Chamber’s second suggestion 
(B), were the Act so amended as to make it compulsory to mark foreign 
goods “ made abroad ”, it would be a simple matter to simultaneously 
prohibit any other additional indication of origin. But as the Government 
of India %vere not prepared to move, and as British manufacturers are likely 
to press for the amendment of the Merchandise Marks Act as soon as times 
become more normal, your Committee decided to allow this question to 
remain in abeyance for the time being. 

Volunteering. 

As will be seen from Iasi year’s Report, your Committee addressed 
Government urging that the volunteering system should be placed on a 
more satisfactory and effective basis, and suggesting that, on arrival in 
India, every British subject, between 1*7 and 30 years of age, should be 
liable for service in the volunteer force, unless specially absolved by the 
authorities. 

The Government of Burma have informed your Committee that the 
Chamber’s letter on this subject has been submitted to the Government of 
India. Several of the Indian Chambers have also addressed the Govern- 
ment of India in support of this Chamber’s proposal, which is still under 
official consideration. 

i;:; 

At their meeting in July your Committee considered a letter, from the 
Revenue Secretary to the Government of Burma, stating that in 1914 the 
Government of India appointed a Civilian Textile Expert to the Army 
Clothing Department for the inspection and examination of locally made 
cloth goods purchased in India for the Army and other Government 
Departments and prescribed a scale of fees for his services to Local 
Governments ; that the Government of the United Provinces has represent- 
ed that those fees are exceptionally high and that the work could be carried 
out for a much smaller fee by the Surveyors attached to the Chambers of 
Commerce, and enquiring whether this Chamber regarded the fees as 
excessive and, if so, what fees would be suitable in their opinion, and 
whether an efficient surveyor could be obtained in Rangoon. 



Your Committee replied stating that the fees prescribed by the Govern- 
ment of India appeared to be too high, but that it was difficult to express a 
definite opinion on this point in the absence of full particulars of the nature 
of the survey report required by the Government ; that, should Government 
require a report giving all the technicalities of clotii manufacture, it was 
doubtful whether qualified surveyors could be found in Rangoon to undertake 
such a task, but that, if Government merely desired to be assured that the 
goods tendered were" approximately equal to sample in quality, texture, 
weight and finish, this Chamber would have no difficulty in supplying 
reports to that effect ; and quoting the scale of fees charged by this Chamber 
for surveys. 

Twante Canal Improvement Scheme. 

The possible effect of this scheme on the Kanoungto Creek and the 
.valuable mill properties that line the banks of that waterway has engaged 
the earnest attention of your Committee for several years, and, as stated in 
last year’s Report, the services of Messrs. P. W. Sc C. S. Meik, riverine 
experts, London, were engaged to report on the whole scheme. Messrs. Meik 
informed your Committee that, unless steps were taken to control the flow of 
water through the Twante Cana], the Kanoungto Creek would silt up. The 
views expressed by Messrs. Meik were communicated to the Government 
of India, who, however, w^ere unable to agree with them and adopted the 
opinion of Mr. Nethersole, Inspector-General of Irrigation in India, that no 
special steps were necessary to preserve the Kanoungto Creek. Your 
Committee forwarded a copy of Mr. Nethersole’s note to Messrs. Meik, who 
replied expressing the view that, despite Mr. Nethersole’s opinion, the 
construction of the Canal on the lines proposed by Government would not 
only tend to have a very prejudicial effect on the Kanoungto Creek, but also 
on the river and port of Rangoon. 

Your Committee sent a copy of Messrs. Meik’s views to Government 
and expressed the opinion that, in view of the directly opposite conclusions 
reached by Government canal officials and London experts, it seemed 
essential that a Committee, having knowledge of tidal rivers, should be 
appointed to reconsider the whole Twante Canal Scheme. 

The Government of India then deputed Mr, Nethersole to come to 
Burma and report on the possible effects of the scheme. An interview was 
arranged between the Rfce Sub-Committee of the Chamber and *Mr, 
Nethersole, who made it clear that the Canal Scheme would not endanger 
the safety of the Kanoungto Creek, and guaranteed that, in any event, the 
Creek would be maintained in a navigable condition, as now. Your Com- 
mittee accepted Mr. Nethersole’s assurance and cancelled their request for 
a committee of tidal river experts. 

Advisory Boards for Income-Tax Assessment, 

It will be remembered that the opinion of the Chamber was sought by 
the Government of India on the.desirability of establishing advisory boards 



to assist in the work of income-tax assessment. Your Committee replied 
protesting against the proposed change on the ground that it would prove 
to be very unpopular and would only serve to bring the incoxne-tax into 
greater odium than at present 

The Government of India replied that, as the views of the bodies 
consulted were against the proposal to establish advisory boards, Govern- 
ment did nor propose to take any further action in the matter. 

Weights atid Measures Comimittee. 

As stated on page 8 of the Chamber's Report for 1914, the Secretary 
of the Chamber vras deputed by your Committee to give evidence before 
the Weights and Measures Cojnmittee appointed by the Government of 
India and urged'" that, should any drastic change be held necessary, the 
metric system should be introduced. 

Since then the Report of«sthe Weights and Measures Committee has 
been issued, and the majority of that Committee make the following 
recommendation:- — 

We conclude, tiierefore, that there is a widespread desire and 
necessity for the establishment of a uniform system of weights 
and measures throughout India, and for a separate system for 
Burma ; that action should be taken for establishing and maintaining 
such systems, and that the system to be adopted should be for 
India the Indian Railway weights and for Burma the present 
Burmese system. The systems should be respectively : — 


For India. 


For Burma. 


8 khaskhas 
8 chawals 
8 rattis 
3 mashas 
12 mashas or 
4 tanks 
5 tolas 
16 chataks 


— 1 chawal, 
= I ratti. 

= 1 masha. 
„=';l:,,tank, 

= 1 tola. 

^=1 chatak, 
« I seer. 


2 small y Wes = 1 large y we. 
2 large y wes « 1 pe. 


2 pes 
5 pes or 
2-|- mus 

1 mat 

2 ngamiis 
1 00 tikals 


= I mu. 

•ssi'mat'y, 

= 1 ngamu. 

= 1 tikal. 

= 1 peiktha or viss. 


The minority favours the introduction of the Metric System. Govern- 
ment orders on this Report are still awaited. 

Dye'' Stuff 

In August the Government of Burma informed the Chamber that the 
Government of India are considering the possible undesirability of 
allowing sales by auction of dye-stuffs from pri^e ships and hostile 
firms, as, these auctions are patronised' by speculators, whose object' 
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is to hold their purchases for enhanced prices ; that Government desire to 
be supplied with the earliest possible information as to the extent of the 
difficulty at present experienced by the textile trade or indigenous industry, 
owing to shortage of dye-stuffs ; whether the Local Government could 
recommend any scheme of allotment, amongst various interests, of dyes 
under auction, or whether any system rendering existing stocks available at 
reasonable prices for industrial users could be arrived at between Govern- 
ment and holders either by the use of the Articles of Commerce Ordinance, 
1914, or otherwise. 

Your Committee replied stating that there has been the wildest specula- 
tion at Government auction sales of dyes in India and that as much as 
Rs. 23 has been paid for a tin of Fast Red, worth ordinarily about one 
rupee ; that Burma appears to be only interested industrially in the dye 
question to a minor extent ; that although prices in Burma are still consider- 
ably belov/ Indian levels, a stage seems to have been reached in some 
sections of the local dyeing and printing industry beyond * which, 
for the time being, further progress is impossible if the industry is to be 
conducted at a profit ; that the stock of dyes in Burma, though very 
much depleted, appears to be sufficient for some time to come ; and sug- 
gesting that, instead of disposing of dyes by public auction, a scheme might 
be evolved for the supply of dyes to do7za fide consumers at reasonable 
rates, and that a central supply store, under Government control, would 
perhaps be a feasible project. 

This matter appears to be still under the consideration of the Govern- 
ment of India. 

Standardisation of the Burma Basket. 

During the year your Committee had considerable correspondence 
with the Director of Agriculture, Burma, who desires to altar the system of 
purchase of paddy at rice mills in Rangoon, whic^ the millers introduced 
at a time when Government would do nothing to standardise weights and 
measures in Burma. The Director of Agriculture urged that it would be 
an advantage if a standard basket were used throughout Burma, and if the 
rice millers would agree to purchase by weight only, or by sample only, 
and abandon the present system of purchase by weight cti^m measurement, 
which is not well understood by cultivators. 

Your Committee replied urging that the system in vogue in rice mills 
here, though it may appear to be unnecessarily complicated to outsiders, is 
really very simple and so exactly suited to the requirements of those who 
use it that millers would very strongly protest against any change being made ; 
that the 9-galion basket and weight standard of 46 lbs. be strictly adhered 
to in Rangoon, leaving it to the authorities to fix any standard that may be 
Considered desirable for the districts, though there did not appear to be 
any urgent need for even a district standard basket ; but that, on the other 
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(b) Iji the case of every boiler exceeding 10 
horse-power but not exceeding 20 horse- 
power ... 15- 


m::Q 


(c) In the case of every boiler exceeding 20 

horse-power but not exceeding 30 horse- 
power ,, 20 0 0 

(d) In the case of one boiler exceeding 30 horse- 

power ... ... ,,32 0 0 

(e) In the case of each additional boiler exceeding 

30 horse-power belonging to a mill where 
a fee of Rs. 32 has been paid in respect 
of one boiler ... ... „ 20 0 0 

(f) In the case of one prime-mover „ 14 0 0 

(g) In the case of every additional prime-mover 

belonging to a mill where a fee of Rs. 14 

has been paid in respect of oi!t^ prime-mover ,,10 0 0 

Reception of Sir Harcourt Butler. 

Your Committee had the pleasure of associating themselves with the 
Rangoon Municipality, Port Trust and Trades Association in presenting a 
joint address of welcome to Sir Harcourt Butler on his arrival in 
Rangoon in October to assume the office of Lieutenant-Governor of Burma 
in place of Sir Harvey Adamson, the retiring head of the Province. The'' 
reception was held in the Jubilee Hall and was very largely attended. The 
joint address, which was presented in a neat casket, drew attention to 
some of the urgent needs of this Province. Sir Harcourt Butler made a 
sympathetic and encouraging reply. 

False Trade Descriptions. 

At their meeting in October your Committee considered certain 
correspondence between a Member and the Commissioner of Excise in 
reference to certain liquors bottled in Calcutta, which bore labels con- 
travening the provisions of the Merchandise Marks Act, but which labels 
the Excise Commissioner held to be in order ; the Chamber’s letter, dated 
August 25th, 1915, to the Financial Commissioner, Burma, forwarding 
one bottle of Java spirit bottled and labelled in Calcutta so as to represent 
Scotch Whisky,’’ and one bottle of Java spirit also bottled and labelled in 
Calcutta to represent “ Brandy enclosing copies of correspondence bet- 
ween the Member in question and the Excise Commissioner in connection 
with the labelling of this ‘‘ Whisky” and “ Brandy.” from which it 
appeared ffiat the Excise Commissioner declined to interfere ; stating 
that the labels on the bottles do not by any means comply with the 


liand, the alteration of the rice millers' basket would entirely dislocate the 
rice trade and lead to no advantage whatever , while the introduction of a 
system of purchase by weight or sample only would open up such vast 
changes in the trade of the country as can hardly be realised by those who 
have not an intimate knowledge of the rice trade. 

This matter is still pending and the Director of Agriculture, Burma, 
has been invited to discuss it in delail with the Rice Sub-Committee of the 
Chamber. 

Mercantile Provident Funds. 

In 1914 your Committee drew the attention of the Government of 
Burma to the fact that subscriptions to mercantile provident funds are not 
subject to a rebate of income-tax, as in the case of Government and railway 
^ provident funds and payments of premia on insurance policies, and they 
urged, in the interests of thrift, that payments into mercantile provident 
funds, conducted by -firms of repute, should be exempted from the payment 
of income-tax. The Government of Burma replied regretting their inability 
to support your Committee-s proposal, on the ground that it would open up 
an indefinitely ‘large class of exemptions over which Government could 
exercise no control and which could not be confined to firms of repute. 

During the year under report, the Bengal Chamber of Commerce made 
a similar representation to the Government of India and invited your 
Committee to support it. This support was gladly given. The Government 
of India replied that "they had again examined this question very carefully, 
but Were unable to grant the desired concession. 

for Boiler ':lospectio,ri 

In September your Committee drew the attention of the Burma 
Boiler Commission to the Risport of the Accountant-General on Burma *s Local 
Funds, from which it appeared that users of steam boilers and prime 
movers were being grossly overcharged in the matter of inspection fees, and 
that the Boiler Inspection Fund, instead of being merely nominal and only 
sufficient to meet current needs, actually had a credit balance of nearly 
Rs. 2,00,000. 

Your Committee expressed the hope that the fees to be charged in 
future would be based on a scale just sufficient to cover expenses and 
contingencies, and no more. 

T^^ Secretary of the Burma Boiler Commission replied that the 
scale of fees had been revised and were now as follows : — 

(a) In the case of every boiler not exceeding 10 

horse-power ... Rs. 10 0 0 


(b) In the case of every boiler exceeding 10 

horse-power but not exceeding 20 horse- 
power Rs« 15 0 0 

(c) In the case of every boiler exceeding 20 

horse-power but not exceeding 30 horse- 
power ... ... ,, 20 0 0 

(d) In the case of one boiler exceeding 30 horse- 

power ... ... ... ,, 32 0 0 

(e) In the case of each additional boiler exceeding 

30 horse-power belonging to a mill where 
a fee of Rs. 32 has been paid in respect 
of one boiler ... ... ... „ 20 0 0 

(f) In the case of one prime-mover ... ... „ 14 0 0 

(g) In the case of every additional prime-mover 

belonging to a mill where a fee of Rs. 14 

has been paid in respect of one” prime-mover ,,10 0 0 

Reception of Sir Harcourt Butler. 

Your Committee had the pleasure of associating themselves with the 
Rangoon Municipality, Port Trust and Trades Association in presenting a 
joint address of welcoane to Sir Harcourt Butler on his arrival in 
Rangoon in October to assume the office of Lieutenant-Governor of Burma 
in place of Sir Harvey Adamson, the retiring head of the Province. The^ 
reception was held in the Jubilee Hall and was very largely attended. The 
joint address, which was presented in a neat casket, drew attention to 
some of the urgent needs of this Province. Sir Plarcoiirt Butler made a 
sympathetic and encouraging reply. 

False Trade Descriptiotis. 

At their meeting in October your Committee considered certain 
correspondence between a Member and the Commissioner of Excise in 
reference to certain liquors bottled in Calcutta, wliich bore labels con- 
travening the provisions of the Merchandise Marks Act, but which labels 
the Excise Commissioner held to be in order ; the Chamber’s letter, dated 
August 25th, 1915, to the FinanciaTCommissioner, Burma, forwarding 
one bottle of Java spirit bottled and labelled in Calcutta so as to represent 
‘‘ Scotch Whisky/* and one bottle of Java spirit also bottled and labelled in 
Calcutta to represent “ Brandy /’ enclosing copies of correspondence bet- 
ween the Member in question and the Excise Commissioner in connection 
with the labelling of this “Whisky” and “ Brandy/’ from which it 
appeared that the Excise Commissioner declined to interfere ; stating 
that the labels on the bottles do not by any means comply with the 
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Conditions in the Merchandise Marks Manual,” for the obvious 
purpose of the labels is to draw the pointed attention of prospective 
purchasers to the words ‘‘ Scotch Whisky ” and Brandy ” and to mini- 
mise the fact that the contents are a concoction of Java spirit, and suggesting 
that the Excise Commissioner be invited to re-open the question and deal 
widi it according to law ; reply dated September 20tii, 1915, from the 
Financial Commissioner, staling that the case submitted by the Chamber 
is not one in which action can be suitably taken by the Excise Commissioner ; 
Chamber's letter, dated August 25th, 1915, to the Excise Commissioner, 
Burma, forwarding a bottle of Cognac sold locally, the labels on 
which were apparently intended to lead purchasers to suppose that 
the contents of the bottle were the produce of a particular place in 
France, namely, Cognac, whereas a white label at the bottom indicated in 
very small type that the contents were really the produce of Egypt, and 
suggesting that the matter should be dealt with in such manner as he ■ 
might deem necessary; and reply, dated October 12th, 1915, from the 
Excise Commissioner, stating that the Collector, Rangoon, has asked the 
importers of the brandy in question to modify the labels so that the word 
Cognac” shall not appear, and to discontinue the sale. until the amended 
labels have been approved.^ 

Your Committee were not satisfied - with the ruling of the Financial 
Commissioner in connection with the bottles of Java spirit labelled 
Whisky ” and Brandy ” and they drew the attention of the Wine, 
Spirit and Beer Association of India to the matter. That Association 
referred the question to the Government of Bengal, who replied that they 
have the Excise Rules under revision and will consider the validity of the 
kibeis in question later on. 

It seems to your Committee that a law that permits Java or any 
other cheap spirit to be sold as whisky ” or brandy ’’ is defective, and 
they will watch for a favourable opportunity to have it amended. 

Firing on Outward Bound Vessels. 

At their meeting in April your Committee considered a letter from the 
Secretary, Port Commissioners, forwarding a copy of correspondence with 
the General Officer Commanding the Rangoon Brigade in connection with 
the action of Choki Fort in firing on several outward bound vessels, some 
of them with passengers on board, which were said not to be exhibiting the 
correct signal Your Committee addressed the Government of Burma, 
stating that, if the facts brought to light by the Port Trust be well founded, 
it follows that vessels, admittediy'known to be friendly, are liable to be fired 
on whether they be fiying the correct signal or not ; that there is reason to 
believe that vessels leaving Calcutta, Bombay and Karachi are not required 
to fly special signals, and that there seems to be no reason why Rangoon 
should be singled out for differential treatment ; that the names of all vessels 
leaving port on a given date could, if deemed necessary, be communicated 
m advance to the fort commander, and thus no need would arise for 


endangering the safely of departing vessels and the lives of those on board 
of them ; and requesting Government, in the i 2 }terests of die shipping and 
trade of this port, to take prompt steps to have the existing defective system 
of outward bound signals abolished. Government intervened and no 
further difficulties arose during the year. 

Hospital Charges in Rangoon. 

Last year your Committee drew the attention of the Government of 
Burma to the fact that the charge for private rooms in the Rangoon 
General Hospital bad been raised to Rs. U par day in the case of 
patients whose salary is under Rs. 500 per month and to Rs. 15 per day 
if over, and pointing out that there are many Europeans of moderate 
means in Burma who cannot afford to pay such high rates. 

Government replied in April last that hospital charges have been 
increased in Rangoon at the instance of the Government of India, who do 
not desire that hospitals should compete with nursing homes and private 
medical practitioners, but adding that the Inspector-General of Civil 
Hospitals and Superintendents of Hospitals have power to reduce the fees 
in deserving cases. 

Legislative Measures. 

During the course of the year the opinion of your Committee was 
sought by Government on various legislative measures including the 
Rangoon Hackney Carriage Act^ Indian Companies Act, Inland Steam 
Vessels Act, Transfer of Property Act, Indian Trusts Act, Bogus Medical 
Degrees Act, the Indian Registration Act, and Trading with the Enemy 
Bill. 

The War. 

As in the previous year, the war, and the varied questions arising out 
of it, continued to engage a considerable portion of your Committee's 
attention. Amongst the more important of these questions were those 
concerning enemy trade and finance, contraband, enemy vessels, cargoes 
in neutral ports, enemy firms in Burma, registration of export trade to 
neutral countries, prohibited exports, telegraphic codes, war risk insurance, 
'claims against Government transports, certificates of origin, trading 
licenses, declaration of destination, export manifests, aliens in India and 
Burma, volunteering, etc. 

Taxation of Machinery. 

This question is dealt with on page 20 of the Chamber’s Annual 

Report for 1914, but it continued to engage: a large share of your Com- 
mittee's attention during the year and several lengthy letters passed 
between Government and the Chamber on the subject without any final 
decision having been reached. 


The main contention of the Municipality is that, if they were to waive 
their alleged right to tax machinery., they would suffer a loss of about 
Rs. 2,00,000 a year, and this they could not afford. Your Committee 
have reason to believe, however, that there will be no loss at all when the 
re-assessment of the town is completed. 

During the year your Committee availed themselves of every favour- 
able opportunity of pressing forward the claims of the Southern Shan 
States Railway and urging its early completion in the general interests of 
the trade of Burma. On learning in February that Sir Henry Burt, 
K.C.LE., President of the Railway Board, was about to visit Burma, your 
Committee at once arranged for an interview, at which Sir Henry freely 
expressed his views in connection with the completion of this all- 
important railway. Your Committee had strongly protested to Govern- 
ment against the stoppage of the Southern Shan States Railway at Aung 
Ban, which they regarded as a sort of no man’s land; and they had 
strongly urged that, for the present, the line be carried on to Heho and, 
when funds were available, to Yawnghwe. 

Sir Henry Burt, in connection with this representation, promised to 
recommend that the railhead be taken on to Heho, as suggested by the 
Chamber, and his recommendation was subsequently accepted by the 
Government of India. 

Sir Henry Burt considered that Yawnghwe should still be regarded 
as the ultimate terminus of the line, but it must be a matter for further 
consideraiion in the future as to when an extension to that place should 
be undertaken, as this would depend largely on the financial results 
obtained in working up to Heho and the prospects of securing additional 
traffic by extending to Yawnghwe. The cost of extending the line from 
Aung Ban to I'leho (19 miles) would be about Rs. 19,00,000; but the 
extension from Heho to Yawnghwe (14 miles) would, owing to the difficult 
nature of the country, probably cost about Rs. 40,00,000, or an average of 
nearly Rs. 3,00,000 per mile; and the traffic to be tapped, some 
20,000 tons per annum, according to the figures supplied by Mr. Stirling, 
did not seem to justify that expenditure at present. 

Sir Henry Burt was of opinion that, even if the line were not extended 
beyond Heho, it would serve to capture all the cart traffic now handling 
the trade with the Southern Shan States. He said that his enquiries showed 
that the rates at present paid for carts varied considerably with the demand, 
but, on the average, amounted to about Rs. 12 per cart from Aung Ban, 
Rs. 15 from Heho, and Rs. 20 from Yawnghwe to Thazi, As, however, a 
cart only carried | of a ton, the average rate per ton by bullock cart from 
the three places named to Thazi worked out at about Rs, 36, Rs. 45 and 
Rs. 60 per ton, respectively, the rates for pack animals being presumably 



considerably higher. The average, rate per rail would be considerably less, 
and would compare with cart charges asunder " , 


By Rail. 


By'.' Ca'et. 


Tha^i' to :Aung Ban .Rsv 6-8 per- ton. 
Heho 8-0 ,5 

,, YawiJjghwe „ 9-4 „ 


Rs. 36".'per':lon:., 
45 

5? bO 5j 


and for special commodities the Railway would, when it appeared 
desirable, quote still lower rates. There would be little doubt, therefore, 
that practically the whole of the cart traffic would be intercepted at once by 
the railway, and that an extension to Yawnghwe was not imperative to 
ensure that result. 


Considering the state of trade throughout Burma owing to the war, 
the traffic carried over the Southern Shan States Railway has been quite 
satisfactory. What is wanted in the Southern Shan States now is popula- 
tion to cultivate the land. There are thousands of acres lying fallow. 


In short, the opening of this railway to Aung Ban has been an 
immense boon ; and, when the present financial stringency is passed, your 
Commktee hope that no time will be lost in extending the line to Heho 
and thence down the Heho Ghat to Yawnghwe itself, or to whatever 
suitable terminus in that vicinity is finally selected. 


New Roads for Burma. 

In February your Committee addressed the Government of Burma, 
in connection with the special grant of over Rs. 15,00,000 by the 
Government of India for the construction of roads in Burma, suggesting 
that the expenditure of this grant should be controlled by an Advisory 
Committee whose duty it would be to see that a judicious road pro- 
gramme was drawn up and carried out expeditiously and economically. 

Government replied that the special recurring grant sanctioned by the 
Government of India amounting to Rs. 15,11,000 had been given in aid 
of the resources of the Province and had not been ear-marked for the 
improvement of communications. In view of the present financial situa- 
tion it had not been found possible* to allot more than Rs. 4 lakhs of 
this total tawards expenditure on improvements to communications. 
This amount, however, had been allotted for work on the Rangoon- 
Mandalay Grand Trunk Road, which the Government of Burma con- 
sidered to be of the highest importance to the welfare of the Province. 
The sum of Rs. 4 lakhs was an addition to Rs. 10 lakhs, allotted out of 
the balance of the former grants received from the Government of India 
in aid of communications. The Rangoon-Mandalay Grand. Trunk Road, 
in addition to acting as a feeder road for the railway, provided for the 
large cart traffic from Upper to Lower Burma in connection with the rice 
harvest and the droves of cattle driven down from the Upper to make 



good the wastage in the Lower Province. At present the journey by 
road from Upper to Lower Burma was one of much difficulty, yet it must 
be undertaken by the great majority of persons seeking employment as 
carters in Lower Burma by reason of their inability to pay the railway 
freight on their cattle and carts. As regarded subsequent years Govern- 
ment could not, they said, make any definite promise in reference to the 
disposal of the grant 

Your Committee notice, however, that the Government of Burma 
have drawn up a road programme, which is as follows ; — 



Rs, 

Rangoon-Mandalay road ... ... 

Rangoon-Prome road ... ... 

Improvement to existing roads ... ... 

News^itjads ■■■ :... 

1,04,55,160 

43,86,000 

2,22,79,260 

90,18,250 

Total ... 

Deduct work clone on special grant 

4,61,38,670 

15,00,000 

Add for temporary establishment and. plant 

4,46,38,670 

14,00,000 

Grand Total ... 

4,60,38,670 


For this expenditure the province will obtain 593 miles of first-class 
main roads ; 1,846 miles of metalled feeders and similar roads; 1,573 miles 
of well surfaced roads and 2,243 miles of permanently bridged unmetalled 
roads; 158,520 feet or 30 miles of permanent bridging will be built and 
all the principal roads of the province put into thorough working order. 

Since the close of the year Sir Harcourt Butler has taken steps to 
re-open this question and to appoint a responsible Committee to systemati- 
cally examine Burma’s needs in respect of roads and railways. 

Combination Amongst Importers. 

This subject was mentioned in the Annual Eeport for 1914, but no 
definite decision amongst importers had then been reached. Since then, 
however, the importing houses who are Members of the Chamber have 
combined to restrict credit to two months and to charge interest at the rate 
of 12 per cent per annum, whether credit be granted or not, the interest 
due to be paid weekly by dealers under penalty of having their credit stop- 
ped by all the importing houses belonging to the combination. This 
arrangement has worked satisfactorily during the year, as dealers quickly 
paid their dues when they found that the Combination is in earnest. 



Membership.''.-'' 

The following new Members joined, subject to confirmation at tb 
Annual General Meeting : — 

The London-Rangoon Trading Co., Ld. 

The Eilerman Rice Mills (Burma), Ld. 

Messrs. V. Zollikofer & Co. 

„ Marshall Cotterell & Co., Ld. 

The Mitsui Bussan Kaisha, Ld. 

The following Members resigned under Rule 10 : — 

Messrs. Morrison & Co. 

„ J. Hemken Co. 

„ Kruger Co., Ld. 

,, Mohr Brothers & Co., Ld, 

,, Diekmann Brothers & Co., Ld. 

„ Austrian Export & Import Co., Ld. 

,, Mawchi Mines, Ld. 

„ Siemen’s Bros. Dynamo Works, Ld. 

„ Mackness & Co. 

A. W. Binning, Chairman, 

'E, O, hxidQXson^ Vioe^Chairman, 


J. A. Poison 
H. B» Huddleston 
W. Buchanan 

B. E. G. Eddis 

C. Guinness 
M. Joakim 
J. Scott 


! Members of 
r Committee,) 


C. A. CUTTRISS, 

Seeretar:^, 
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BURMA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


Minutes of the Proceedings of the Annual General Meeting of the Burma 
Chamber of Commerce^ held in the rooms of the Chamber at 3 p,nh, 
on Thtcrsday, February 17th, 1976, 

Present ; 


The Hon*bIe Mr. A. W. Binning representing Messrs. Binning Sc Co. 


W. Buchanan, Esq., 

G. H. W. Clay, Esq., 

A. P. Cotterell, Esq., 

T. H. Dryer, Esq., 

B. E. G. Eddis, Esq., 

E. G. Johnston, Esq., 

M. Joakim, Esq., 

H. R. Marsh; Esq,, 

W. Massink, Esq., 

W. Macdonald, Esq., 

A. W. K. McEwen, Esq., 

J* Morison, Esq., 

A. McKeand, Esq., 

J. Meilde, Esq., 

A. B. Mehta, Esq., 

F. 1. Miers, Esq., 

J. F. Nolan, Esq., 

J. A. Poison, Esq., 

D. Robertson, Esq., 

J. Scott, Esq., 

G. W. Wilson, Esq., 

R. V. Zollikofer, Esq., 


,, Finlay, Fleming & Co. 

„ Wightman Sc Co. (of 
Rangoon), Ld. 

Joseph Heap Sc Sons, 
Ld. 

,, John Dickinson & Co., 
Ld. 

,, Gillanders, Arbuthnot Sc 
Co. 

,, Bombay Burma Trad- 
ing Corporation, Ld. 

,, Balthazar & Son. 

„ Macgregor Sc Co., Ld. 

„ Massink Sc Co., Ld. 

,, Harperink, Smith Sc Co. 

,, Norman, Clarke, Dun- 
lop Sc Co., Ld. 

„ C. R. Cowie Sc Co. 

„ J. Sc F. Graham Sc Co. 

„ Stork Sc Co., Ld. 

„ Tata Sons Sc Co. 

„ S. Oppenheimer Sc Co., 
Ld. 

„ Rangoon Times, 

„ Irrawaddy Flotilla Co., 
Ld, 

,, Arracan Co., Ld. 

„ Steel Brothers Sc Co., 
Ld. 

,, J, F. Graham & Co. 

„ V. Zoliikofer Sc Co, 


The Hon*ble Mr. A. W, Binning presided, 



Minutes. 


The minutes of the Annual General Meeting, held on February 24th, 
1915, were confirmed. 

Annual Report and Accounts. 

In proposing the adoption of the Annual Report and Accounts the 
Chairman said : — 

Gentlemen, — The Report of the Committee having been circulated, 
I propose it be taken as read. It covers the principal matters which have 
been considered during the past year but, before asking its adoption, there 
are one or two other subjects on which I have remarks to make. 

The one absorbing question in all our minds still is, as it was last 
year when I had the honour of addressing you, the war which has been 
forced on our Empire and our Allies by Germany. This is not the time or 
place to give expression to our feeling in regard to the brutal methods 
employed by the Germans, but every week makes it more evident that their 
career of murder and rapine is nearing an end. When the final and com- 
plete victory rests with the Allies, it is to be hoped that the German idea of 
world dominion’* will be killed for ever. 

'' Various questions have arisen owing to the war, about which the 
Government has honoured your Committee by consulting them. Some 
of these were of a confidential nature and have not been referred to in our 
monthly reports, but there can be no harm in mentioning, and it may 
interest Members to hear, the opinion expressed by the Committee on the 
policy to be pursued in relation to subjects of Enemy Countries, after the 
conclusion of peace. Briefly put, in our opinion, no Gerrqan should be 
permitted to trade, live, or own property in India for a lengthy period. 
Secondly, that German firms are in no way essential to the trade of India, 
either as regards exports to, or imports from GermanJ^ As you are aware, 
Germany talres from India mostly raw produce which she cannot purchase 
elsewhere, or else cannot do so cheaply ; and to India she ships manufac- 
tured goods only. We considered that an interval of 5 or 10 years would 
enable India to survey her position and reconsider whether German enter- 
prise in this country should be continued or otherwise. 

Another question affected by the war is that of volunteering. We 
have in Rangoon three very efficient corps, thanks to whom we have 
been able to carry on at intervals with a much reduced garrison of regular 
troops. This fact must be borne in mind (and I am grateful to General 
Young for referring to this question in his address to the R. V. R.) when 
criticism is made regarding the younger men still with the mercantile firms, 
who are really helping the Empire by their voluntary service here, and 
whose absence from Rangoon would necessitate a larger number of 
regulars. It is to be hoped that the proposals put forward by the Chamber 
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last year may result in Government evolving some scheme by which ail 
Europeans who come out to this country, and are physically fit, must 
become efficient volunteers. There are difficulties connected with the idea, 
but I am still of opinion that a start should be made as soon as possible 
with the' Europeans and, in time, the. problem regarding Anglo-Indians can 
be solved. ■ 

“ All Members of the Chamber are much indebted to Mr. Eddis and 
Mr. Scott for working out a scheme .of guards at the R. V. R, Headquarters, 
which has since worked most successfully and without friction. In this 
connection I would refer to a remark which appeared in a leading article 
in the Rangoon Gazette of 15th June in which the writer stated : — ‘‘ Our 
Chamber of Commerce, so recently animated by a high sense of patriotism, 
are now demurring at lending the small amount of citizen help asked for by 
the military authorities.” 

I desire now to publicly contradict this, as the Chamber has all along 
been anxious to assist the military authorities, and ware doing so at that 
very moment 

‘‘As regards the trade of the country, there are still many difficulties to 
contend with. In our exports a shortage of steamers is at present a very 
pressing matter, but it is one which is difficult to overcome so long as such 
numbers of vessels are commandeered for purposes of war. During the 
past year the Burmese were fortunate enough to obtain good prices for 
their produce and they must be prepared to accept less now in view of the 
very high rates of freight existing. The present homeward freight alone 
exceeds considerably the price at which rice and beans were sold “ex ship” 
in the United Kingdom some years ago, and this factor should be 
remembered by the cultivators and their advisers. As to imports, I noticed 
lately, in a Circular issued by our Secretary, that the decrease in Burma for 
the first 12 mqnths of the war was 43 per cent, as against 38 per cent, in 
Madras, 36 per cent, in Bombay and 25 per cent, in Bengal. Our larger 
percentage of decrease is accounted for by excessive imports in the previous 
two years, resulting in heavy stocks being here at the outbreak of war, but 
these are now very much reduced and trade is in a healthier condition than 
for many years past , 

“ The inability of the Excise or Police to deal with unlicensed beer 
shops is a matter the Committee find great difficulty in understanding. 
These shops appear to be well-known to a section of the public, judging 
from the evidence of witnesses in criminal cases, who openly refer to them 
in Court as recognized resorts. It is hardly creditable to either of the. 
Services that such places should be allowed to exist. 

“ A very important matter which the outgoing Ccmmiitee are handing 
on to their successors is the taxation of machinery by the Rangoon Munici- 
pality. In no other city of India does such a tax exist and it appears most 



unjust that our local industries should be at a disadvantage. From self- 
interested motives the Municipality have gradually extended their 
boundaries, and even tax factories on the Kanoungto Creek. As regards 
these last, the Committee contend that for this taxation they have done 
absolutely nothing to add to the amenities of that district. The Committee 
have good reason to believe that the assessment of the City is not fixed on 
an equitable basis ; yet, if this were done, it would be found that sufficient 
funds exist to meet all Municipal demands. 

‘‘ Quite lately we welcomed the arrival of Sir Harcourt Butler, our 
present Lieutenant-Governor. He comes to us a stranger to the Province, 
but has already made his mark in dealing with the problems which have 
come before him. I need not refer to these here as they must all be 
within your recollection. We can confidently look forward to great pro- 
gress in Burma so long as we have a Governor of his ability and energy. 

In conclusion, I desire to thank the Members of Committee for 
their unselfish work during the past year. All have been workers and, 
with their assistance and advice, the various questions to be solved have 
been settled in a satisfactory manner. 

‘‘We are all indebted to Mr. Cuttriss, our Secretary, who has carried 
out his duties most admirably, as usual.” 

Mr. Buchanan seconded, and the Report and Accounts were unani- 
mously adopted. 

List of Surveyors. 

On the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr. Scott, the list of 
Surveyors for 1916, slightly modified, was approved. 

New Committee, 

The Chairman explained that there had been a tie for eighth place on 
the new Committee between Mr. A. R. Finlay and Mr, D. Robertson, but 
as the General Committee had the right to co-opt one Member, it might be 
left to them to co-opt one of the ties, if deemed necessary. If that sugges- 
tion were acceptable, the Members of the new Committee would be 
Messrs. W. Buchanan, J. Scotr, H. B. Huddleston, C. Guinness, B. E. G. 
Eddis, E. G. Johnston, W. Macdonald, D. Robertson, and A. R. Finlay. 

Mr. Eddis proposed, and Mr. Nolan seconded, that the election of 
Members of the General Committee for the year 1916 be recorded, and 
that it be left to that Committee to co-opt one of the Members who tied, or 
otherwise fill up the vacancy, 

. This was agreed to. 



New Members'.:'::; 

The election, as Members of the Chamber, of the following firms was 
approved; — ■ 

London-Rangoon Trading Co., Ltd. 

Eilerman Rice Mills (Burma), Ltd. 

Marshall, Cottereli & Co., Ltd. 

Mitsui Bussan Kaisha, Ltd. 

The election of Messrs. Zollikofer and Company was not confirmed. 

With a vote of thanks to the Chairman, proposed by Mr, Macdonald 
and seconded by Mr. Cottereli, the meeting closed. 


C. A. CUTTRISS, . A. W. BINNING, 


Secretary. 


Chairman, 


Chamber’s Representative on the Burma 

Council; 


1915 . 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. W. Binmng., 


1916 . 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. Macdonald. 


Representatives of the Chamber on the 
Port Tryst Board. 


1915 . 

W. Buchanan, Esq. 
D. Kobertson, Esq. 
J. A. Poison, Esq. 

J. Scott, Esq, 


1916 . 

W. Buchanan, Esq. 

D. Robertson, Esq. 

J. A. Poison, Esq. {On leave,) 

J. C, Mackendrick, Esq. {Aeting) 
J. Scott, Esq. 


Representative of the Chamber on the 
Municipal Council. 

1915 & 1916 . 

M. Joakim, Esq. 


Member of the Burma Boiler Commission 
Nominated by the Burma Chamber of Commerce 

H. H. Gallic, Esq. 


Burma Fire Insurance Association, 


1915 . 

P. B. Sime, Esq.— C/udman. 

F. M. Garnett, Esq.— 

Ohairman. 

A. E. Donaldson, Esq. 

J. A. Hannay, Esq. . 

H. Steel, Esq. ■ 


1916 . 

P. B. Sime, Esq. — Chairman, 

F. M, Garnett, Esq. — Vice,, 

Chairman, 

A. E. Donaldson, Esq. 

Austin Laidlaw, Esq. 

H. Steel, Esq. 


Burma Marine Insurance Agents' Assbciation.^ 

1915 . [ 1916 . 


F. M. Garnett, Esq — Chairman, 

P. B. Sime, Esq. — Yioe-Chairmant 
A. E. Donaidson, Esq. 

C. E. S. Mackenzie, Esq. . . :: 

H, Steel, Esq. 


P, B. Sime, Esq. — Chairman, 

F, M. Garnett, Esq, — Viee- 

Chairman, 

W. R. Beatty, Esq. 

A. E. Donaldson, Esq. 

H, Steel, Esq. 


Rangoon Import Association. 


1915. 

P. B. Sime, Esq * — Chairmmh 
B. E. a Eddis, Esq*—Vm- 


C. Arnot, Esq. 

J, Hogg, Esq. 

A. McKeand, Esq. 

R. A. D. Mouat, Esq. 
H. A. Rees, Esq. 


Chairmm. 


1916* 

P. B. Sime, Esq,,~Ghaifmmu 
A. McKeand, Esq* — Vim^ 

Chainmn* 

C. Arnot, Esq, 

W. Archbaid, Esq. 

J. L* L. Goss, Esq. 

J. Morison, Esq* 

W. E* Robinson, Esq. 


Su bXommittee on Rice. 


1915; 

E. O* Anderson, Esq.- 
A. P. Cottereli, Esq. 
A* R. Finlay, Esq. 

D. Robertson, Esq. 

J. Scott, Esq. 


-Chairman. 


1916. 

J. Scott, Esq. — Chairman, 
A. P. Cottereli, Esq. 

A. R, Finlay, Esq. 

C. J. McNeil, Esq. 

D. Robertson, Esq. 


5ub-Committee on Timber. 


1915. 

A, J. Anderson, Esq. — Chairman. 
W. H. Fleming, Esq. 

J. B. Glass, Esq. 

H. R. Marsh, Esq. 

W. Nuding, Esq. 


1916. 

E. G. Johnston, Esq — Chairman, 
W. H. Fleming, Esq. 

H. R. Marsh, Esq. 

W. Nuding, Esq. 

J. W. Richardson, Esq. 


Sub-Committee on General Produce (excluding Rice 

and Timber.) 


1915. 

A. J. Anderson, Esq. — Chairman. 
A. E. Donaldson, Esq. 

W. H. Fleming, Esq, 

P. B. Sime, Esq. 

A. J. Watt, Esq. 


1916. 

E. G. Johnston, Esq. — Chairman, 
W. J. Cantopher, Esq, 

A. E» Donaldson, Esq. 

W. H. Fleming, Esq. 

P. B. Sime, Esq. 


Subcommittee on Imports, 


1915, 

W. Buchanan, Esq, — Chairman, 

C. Arnot, Esq, 

B. E. G. Eddis, Esq, 

J. Hogg, Esq. 

R. A. D. Mouat, Esq. 

P. B. Sime, Esq. 


1916. 

W. Buchanan, Esq. — Chairman, 
C. Arnot, Esq. 

B..E. G. Eddis, Esq. 

A. Hall Esq. 

A. W. K. McEwen, Esq. 

J. Morison, Esq. 

P. B. Sime, Esq. 


Sub-Committee on Shipping. 


1915. 

J. A, Poison, Esq. — Chairman. 
P. H. Browne, Esq. 

B. E. G. Eddis, Esq. 

A. Michie, Esq. 

G, Somervaille, Esq. 

G. W. Wilson, Esq. 


1916. 

B. E. G. Eddis, Esq, — Chairman, 
J. W. A, Bell, Esq. 

H. Bowrey, Esq. 

D, H. Martin, Esq. 

J. C. Mackendrick, Esq. 

G. W. Wilson, Esq. 


Sub-Committee on Railways and Communications. 


1915. 

The Plon’ble Mr. A. W. Binning,— 
Chairman, 

E. O. Anderson, Esq. 

F. D. Couchman/ Esq. 

B. E. G. Eddis, Esq. 

F. McCarthy, Esq. 

J. A. Poison, Esq. 


1916. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. Macdonald. — 
Chairman, 

B. E. G. Eddis, Esq. 

H. B. Huddleston Esq. 

J. C. Mackendrick, Esq. 

F. McCarthy, Esq. 

J. Scott, Esq. 


Sub-Committee on Excise. 


1915. 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. W. Binning. — 
Chairman, 

H. Broadbent, Esq. 

B. E. G. Eddis, Esq. 

M. Joakim, Esq. 


B. E, G. Eddis, Esq, — Chairman, 
H. Broadbent, Esq. 

M. Joakim, Esq, 

A. W. K. McEwen, Esq. 

G. R. Neilson, Esq, 
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Sub-Committee on Planting. 

1916. 

A. R. Finlay, Esq — Chairman. 

L Y. Knight, Esq. | J. Meikle, Esq. 

The Hon ble Mr. Lim Chin Tsong. j H. S. Wilson, Esq. 

Sub-Committee on Mining. 

1916. 

E. G. Johnston, Esq — -Chairman. 

B. E, G. Eddis, Esq. The Hon’ble Mr. W. Macdonald, 

W. H. Fleming, Esq, J. W. Richardson, Esq. 

Subcommittee on Oil. 

1916 . ^ 

H. B. Huddleston, "Esq,.— Chairman, 

G. H. W. Clay, Esq, I J. B, Harman, Esq. 

A. Forbes, Esq. 1 R. Trench, Esq, 

G. Whigham, Esq. 



BURMA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 
Rales and Regalatiom. 


1. The name of the Association is the Burma Chamber of Commerce. 

2. The objects and duties of the Chamber shall' be to encourage a 
friendly feeling and unanimity among commercial men on all subjects involving 
their common good ; to promote and protect trade, commerce and manu- 
factures, and, in particular, the general mercantile interests of Burma ; to 
communicate with public authorities, associations and individuals on all 
matters, directly or indirectly affecting these interests, and to provide for 
arbitrations between parties willing to refer to and abide by the judgment 
of arbitrators appointed by the Chamber. 

3. All corporations, companies, firms or persons engaged or interested 
in mercantile pursuits, such as merchants, bankers, shipowners and brokers 
or who are connected with agriculture, mining, manufactures, insurance, 
railways, commerce, art, science or literature shall be eligible to become 
Members of the Chamber. 

Candidates for membership shall be proposed by one and seconded by 
another Member, and may bo elected by the Committee provisionally, such 
election being subject to confirmation at the next Annual General Meeting. 

4. The right and privileges of membership shall, in the case of 
firms, be exercised by any partner of such firm, or any person authorised 
by power of attorney or letter of procuration to sign for such firm per 
procuration, and may, in the case of a joint stock company or other 
corporation, be exercised by any responsible officer of such company or 
corporation, or by any agent of such company or corporation authorised 
by power of attorney to sign per procuration. 

5. Any Member may withdraw from the Chamber on giving two 
calendar months’ notice in writing to the Secretary of the intention of 
such Member so to do. 

6. The subscription of each Member of the Chamber shall be Rs. 20 
per month. 

7. Any Member whose subscription shall be three months in 
arrears, and who shall not pay such arrears within one month after notice 
in writing demanding payment thereof and informing him of the conse- 
quences of non-payment under this rule has been served on him, shall 
cease to be a Member, and shall not be deemed eligible for re-election till 
all arrears be paid. 


8. The Chamber reserves to itself the right of expelling any of its 
Members, such expulsion to be decided by the votes of three-fourths of the 
MembcTs, present in person, at a Special General Meeting of the Chamber 
convened for the purpose. 

9* An expelled Member shall be eligible for re-election after the 
expiry of one year from the date of expulsion, provided five Members of 
the Chamber unite to recommend such re-election, 

10. A Firm or Company shall cease to be a Member of the Chamber 
upon any change being made in the style or title of such Firm or Company. 

11. Officials and others indirectly connected with the trade of the 
province, or who may have rendered distinguished service to the interests 
represented by the Chamber, may be elected by the Committee, either on 
their own motion or on the suggestion of two Members, as Honorary Members 
of the Chamber. Honorary Members shall not be required to subscribe 
to the funds of the Chamber. 

12. Honorary Members of the Chamber may attend any General 
Meeting of the Chamber held during their membership, and may speak at 
such Meetings, but shall not have a vote and may, upon the invitation of the 
Chairman, attend, under Iil<e conditions, any meeting of the Committee of 
the Chamber. 

13. A list or register shall be kept of all Members and Honorary 
Members of the Chamber. 

14. Members of the Chamber may, by arrangemeni with the Secretary, 
have the use of the rooms of the Chamber for the purpose of discussing 
mercantile aind trade questions only. The privilege shall not extend to the 
Meetings of Public Commercial Bodies not affiliated to the Chamber, except 
with the permission of the Committee. 

15. There shall be a Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Chamber. 

16. The affairs and funds of the Chamber shall be managed by a 
Committee consisting of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Chamber 
and seven ordinary Members. 

17. The General Committee of the Chamber shall consist of nine 
Members, eight of whom shall be elected by votes before the Annual 
General Meeting and one shall be co-opted by the elected Members. 
From these eight elected Members the Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall 
be chosen later on. Such votes are to be given on voting papers issued 
by the Secretary to Members of the Chamber not less than fourteen days 
before the date of the Meeting, and returnable to the Secretary not less 
than three days before the meeting. The names of the elected Members 
shall be ascertained by two scrutineers, specially appointed for the 
purpose by the existing Committee, and shall be announced at the 
General Meeting, that of the co-opted Member being subsequently 
announced by circular. 


IS. The election of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall take 
place as soon as possible after the meeting, and shall be by nomination 
and ballot of all Members of the Chamber. Nominations shall be put 
forward in writing signed by not less than two Members of the Chamber 
and shall be sent in to the Secretary within three days from the date of 
issue of the notice calling for such nominations. It shall be understood 
that any Member whose name is thus put forward shall have signified to 
the Members nominating him his willingness to act. 

19. The ballot for the election of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
shall be taken on voting papers issued to Members. The voting papers 
shall be returned within ten days from the date of issue and shall be 
scrutinized by two Members of the new Committee, specially selected for 
the purpose, the result being communicated direct to the general body of 
Members. 

20. The out-going Committee may, with the issue of voting papers 
for the election of the new Committee, indicate to Members of the 
Chamber the interests which, in their opinion, should -be represented 
on the new Committee. 

21. No two Members of the same Firm or Company shall serve 
simultaneously on the Committee or on any Sub-Committee. 

22. Any vacancy in the office of Chairman or Vice-Chairman occurring 
in the interval between two Annual General Meetings shall be the subject of 
a special ballot, the result being communicated to Members by circular. 

23. Any vacancy amongst the ordinary Members of Committee in the 
interval between two Annual General Meetings shall be filled up by the 
Committee electing a Member to fill such vacancy. 

24. The Chairman of the Chamber, or, in his absence, the Vice- 
Chairman, shall preside at all General and Committee Meetings, sign 
all cheques, and make from time to time such suggestions and representa- 
tions to the Chamber or to the Committee as may, in his opinion, further 
the objects for which the Chamber is established. He shall also 
supervise all correspondence and consult the Committee in respect thereof. 

25. In the absence of both the Chairman and Vice-Chairman from any 
meeting of the Chamber or of the Committee, the meeting shall elect its own 
Chairman. 

26. The Chairman, Vice-Chairman, or any ordinary Member of 
Committee shall cease to be an officer of the Chamber if absent from Rangoon 
for more than three consecutive calendar months. 

27. The Committee shall have power to appoint Sub-Committees, 
from among its own Members or the Members of the Chamber generally, 
as required. Such Sub- Committees may be either Standing or Special* 



They shall consist of not less than five nor more than seven Members, 
and shall be presided over by a Member of the Committee. They shall 
keep a record of their proceedings and report to the General Committee 
on all references as early as practicable after the receipt thereof. 

28. The Committee shall have power to appoint a Secretary, and tb 
provide such office establishment as may be required for the efficient 
performance of the work of the Chamber. 

29. The Committee shall elect a Member to represent the Chamber 
on the Municipal Council. In the event of such representative not being a 
Member of the Committee at the time of his election, he shall be ez-officio 
a Member of the Committee during his term of office. 

30. A yearly report of the proceedings of the Committee, together 
with a statement of accounts, shall be prepared by the Secretary and 
circulated to Members not less than one week previous to the Annual 
General Meeting at which such Report and Accounts are to be submitted 
for approval. 

31. The Secretary shall devote himself entirely to the affairs of the 
Chamber, except in cases where otherwise authorised by the Committee. 

He shall have charge of and conduct all correspondence, subject to 
the control of the Chairman. 

He shall notify Members of their election, give notice of all meetings 
and keep accurate minutes of the proceedings. 

He shall have the care of the rooms and of all records belonging to the 
Chamber. 

He shall keep an account of the funds of the Chamber, countersign all 
cheques, and collect all moneys due to the Chamber, paying the proceeds of 
such collections as received into the banking account of the Chamber. 

He shall prepare the Annual Report of the Committee, make all arrange- 
ments with regard to surveys and arbitrations, and generally perform all such 
duties as are incidental to his office, subject to the control of the Chairman. 

In the absence of any arrangement to the contrary, tlie foregoing duties 
shall be performed in connection with any body affiliated to the Chamber, 
on the understanding that the Chamber shall incur no responsibility 
in respect of any action of the Secretary when acting for any body 
affiliated to the Chamber. 

32. Persons or Firms engaged in any branch of the trade or commerce 
of Burma, whether Members of the Chamber of Commerce or not, who 
may organise themselves into an association for the protection of their 
interests and the better development of the trade concerned, may apply to 



the Committee of the Chamber to be allowed to work in connection with the 
Chamber ; and such applications may be sanctioned provided the objects of 
the Association are not contrary to th6 provisions of Rule 2 of the Rules and 
Regulations, of the Chamber. 

^ 33. AH Associations connected with the Chamber shall contribute to 

the funds of the Chamber a monthly sum to be mutually agreed upon between 
them and the Committee of the Chamber. 

Such Associations shall appoint their own Committees, work under their 
own riilesj fix from time to time their own rates of subscription, and generally 
in all things conduct their own affairs. 

34. General -Meetings of the Chamber shall be either Ordinary or 
Special. 

35. An Ordinary General Meeting of the Chamber shall be held 
annually in the month of February, to receive the outgoing Committee’s 
report and statement of accounts, to elect officers and arbitrators for the 
ensuing year, and to confirm the election of such new Members as may have 
been provisionally elected by the Committee. 

36. The quorum necessary- for the transaction of business at an 
Ordinary General Meeting shall be seven. 

37. The Committee may, whenever they thinlc fit, and shall within 
fourteen days after the receipt of a written requisition from any five 
Members, convene a Special General Meeting of the Chamber to consider 
any matters embraced in die objects of the Chamber, A notice specifying 
the subjects to be considered at such meeting shall be circulated to Members 
not less than three days before the date thereof, provided that in cases 
under Rule 51 the longer notice therein mentioned shall be given. 

38. The quorum necessary for the transaction of business at a Special 
General Meeting shall be ten, 

39. If within half an hour of the time fixed for any General Meeting 
of the Chamber a quorum be not present, such Meeting, if requisitioned by 
Members, shall be dissolved. 

In any other case it shall stand adjourned to such date as the Chairman 
may determine, when the proposed business shall be transacted whether the 
prescribed quorum be present or not. 

40. The Committee shall meet at least once a month or at such 
shorter intervals as may be found necessary. A notice specifying the 
business to be transacted shall be circulated to Members not less than 
tWQ before hand# 
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41. Any Member of Committee not attending three successive Meetings 
of the Committee, at whatever intervals such may have been held, shall 
de facto cease to be a Member of Committee, unless he shall have obtained 
leave of absence from the Committee. 

42. The Committee shall have power to grant leave of absence to any^ 
Member thereof for a period not exceeding three and one-half months, and to 
appoint a substitute during the absence of such Member. 

43. The quorum necessary for the transaction of business at a Meetizig 
of Committee shall be five. 

44. Sub-Committees shall meet whenever necessary to receive, consider 
and report upon references from the Committee. 

45. The quorum necessary for the transaction of business at a Sub- 
Committee Meeting shall be three. 

46. All questions before General and Committee Meetings shall be 
decided by a majority of the votes of those present and entitled to vote, the 
.Chairman having a second or casting vote in case of an equality of votes, 
provided that no resolution of a General Meeting shall be reversedi within six 
months after the passing of such resolution by a smaller majority than tliree- 
fourths of the Members present at a Special General Meeting, but after 
the expiration of such period the reversal may be effected by a bare 
majority, or, on an equality of votes, by a casting vote at a Special 
General Meeting. 

47. The non-receipt by any Member of a notice convening meetings 
shall not invalidate the proceedings of such meetings. 

48. Every subscribing corporation, company or individual Member 
shall be entitled to one vote only. The vote of any Member may be given 
by a person entitled to act for such Member under Rule 4. 

49. The election of Members to represent the Chamber on the 
Burma Legislative Council and the Port Trust Board shall in all cases 
be by nomination and ballot. 

Nominations shall be put forward in writing signed by not less than 
two Members of the Chamber and shall be sent in to the Secretary within 
three days from the date of issue of. notice calling for such nominations. 

The ballot shall be taken on voting papers issued to Members. The 
voting papers shall be returned within ten days from the date of issue and 
shall be scrutinized by two Members of Committee, specially appointed for 
that purpose, the result being communicated direct to the Local Govern- 
ment and to the general body of Members. 

50. Members appointed to represent the Chamber on the Burma 
Legislative Council, Port, Trust, or any other public body, will, as a rule, 
vote as they think fit. If, however, they find that they are not in accord 


with the views expressed by the Chamber in any resolution passed by a 
majority of more than three-fourths of at least twenty Members present at 
any General Meeting or Special General Meeting, they will be expected to 
either resign forthwith or refrain from voting as may be decided at such 
meeting by a simple majority. 

If the Member appointed to rep:resent the Chamber on the Port Trust 
has during his current tenure of office once obtained the express permission 
of the Port Commissioners for leave of absence exceeding three conse- 
cutive months under the Rangoon Port Act, he shall not again apply 
for a like permission during the same tenure of office, and if he finds 
it necessary to take such further period of absence he shall before doing 
so tender his resignation to the Chamber of his said office. 

51, No change in the rules and regulations of the Chamber shall 
be made, except by a majority of the votes of those present and entitled 
to vote at a Special General Meeting convened for the purpose, and of 
which not less than fourteen days* previous notice shall have been given. 


rules 

FOR 

SURVEV REPORTS 


AND 


arbitration awards. 
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persons referring the question to the Chamber. In the event of no special 
number of Arbitrators being asked for, two shall be appointed. 

Rule VI. — The names of Arbitrators shall not be made known to any 
person whatever, but the Secretary’s record of names of the Arbitrators in 
any arbitration shall be available for inspection by the Chairman of the 
Chamber of Commerce, or, in his absence from Rangoon, by the Vice- 
Chairman. 

Rule VIL — The approved list of Arbitrators under these Rules shall be 
circulated annually, or whenever asked for, to all members of the Chamber, 
and shall be supplied to any party applying for the same. 

Rule VIII. — Before any arbitration shall be entertained, a deposit of 
Rs. 16 for each Arbitrator, and Rs.i6 for an Umpire (in case the number of 
Arbitrators asked for be an even number), and Rs. 16 for tlie Chamber of 
Commerce, shall be made with the Secretary, These fees shall be deposited 
by both disputants In the first instance, but those deposited by the party in 
whose favour the decision is given shall be returned to him. Umpire’s fees, 
if not expended, will be returned to the depositor. When any arbitration 
involves prolonged or repeated sittings, the Committee shall have the power 
of changing the fees above mentioned at their discretion. 

But ordinarily the undernoted scale of fees shall apply : — 

(1) Goods of one quality shipped in one lot — Ordinary fees ; 

(2) Goods of one quality shipped in several lots ; — 

(a) If no dispute as to variation between different lots — 

Ordinary fees ; 

[b) If any dispute as to variation between different lots, 

requiring examination of each lot — Separate fees for 
each lot ; 

( 3) Orders embracing different qualities : — 

{a) If dispute is a general one not requiring the examina-' 
tion and assessment of each quality— Ordinary fees: 

(&) If each quality is required to be examined and 
assessed — Separate fees for each quality. 

In cases where neither of the parties to the application shall be Members 
of the Chamber of Commerce, double the above fees shall be paid to the 
Chamber. . . 

Rule IX — As soon as possible after applying for arbitration under the 
Chamber’s Rules, each of the parties shall submit in writing a statement of 
the matter in dispute; the original of such statement shall be signed, but, for 
the use of the Arbitrators, the parties shall submit an Unsigned copy of their 
statements. 
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A joint statement may be signed and sent in, but with an unsigned copy 
thereof. 

In cases of alleged breach of contract, the original contract, or an attested 
copy, must accompany every reference, and the Secretary shall inal-ce the 
necessary extracts dierefrom for the use of the Arbitrators, The number of 
packages in dispute, with the -names of the ship and bale marks and numbers, 
should also be stated ; but tlie Secretary will omit the marks when passing on 
the information to ihe Arbitrators. In the case of unreasonable delay on the 
part of one of the disputants in submitting bis statement of the matter in 
dispute, the Committee shall direct the Arbitrators to proceed with the 
arbitration on the one statement received, due notice having first been given 
to the other party to tlie dispute. The Committee shall have the power of 
deciding in each case, at their discretion, what unreasonable delay is. 

Rule X. — At the time appointed by the Secretary the parties will have 
ready at the rooms of the Chamber of Commerce, or elsewhere, as directed 
by the Secretary, any sale samples duly attested, and, if required, sample 
pieces, or complete bales. Goods or samples thereof so sent will be at 
sender’s risk ^nd should be accompanied by a peon in charge. 

When it is necessary to open original packages a cooper must be in 
attendance. 

Rule XL — In the event of the Arbitrators not being able to come to a 
decision by a majority of votes, the Arbitrators, jointly with the Secretary of 
the Chamber, shall nominate at their discretion one of the other Arbitrators 
on the list to act as Umpire to decide the matter, and his decision shall be 
final, and need not necessarily agree with that of either of the Arbitrators. 

Rule XII.-— Arbitrators and Umpires shall have the right to call for 
such evidence as they may deem necessary, but shall not have the right to 
take the opinion or assistance of Attorneys or Counsel, without the consent 
of both disputants ; Counsel’s fees to be paid by the disputants. 

Rule XIII. — Arbitrators and Umpires shall, as far as possible, support 
1 heir awards by a statement of the reasons upon which the same maybe 
founded. 

Rule XIV. — If the seller shall have offered an allowance equal to, or 
more than the allowance granted by the arbitration, then the whole cost of 
the survey or arbitration shall fall on the buyer. If the buyer has offered 
to accept an allowance equal to?? or less than, the allowance decided by the 
arbitration, then the whole cost of the survey or arbitration shall fall upon 
the seller. In all other cases, the award shall state which of the parties to 
the arbitration is liable for the payment of the arbitration fees. 

Rule XV.--.Ali decisions shall be submitted in writing to the Secretary, 
who shall then, without disclosing the names of the Arbitrators, communicate 
the result to the parties concerned. 



Rule X VL — A record of arbitrations shall be kept in the office of the 
Chamber of Commerce, and shall be open at ail times to the inspection of 
Members of the Chamber, but such record shall not disclose the names of 
the parties concerned in such arbitration. 

Rule XVII. — Both the parties to an arbitration shall, on application, be 
entitled to receive free of cost, from the Secretary of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, one certified copy of the award under his signature. Any number 
of additional copies shall be supplied on payment of a fee of Rs. 5 each. 

Rule XVIIL— ‘The insertion of a clause is recommended in all contracts 
made with dealers to the effect that, in the event of any dispute, tlie parties 
to the contracts agree to abide by the decision of an Arbitrator or Arbitrators 
appointed by the Chamber of Commerce under its Rules for Survey Reports 
and Arbitration Awards, but it is decided that the insertion of such clause is 
optional, and that Members of the Chamber are in no way bound to submit 
disputes to arbitration under these Rules in the absence of such clause in their 
agreements with dealers. 



BURMA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


Charter Party Holidays. 

The following days will be recognised by the Burma Chamber of 
Commerce as holidays under Charter Party during the year 1916 ; — 


Holiday. 

Date. 

Day of week. 

Sundays 


• ##... 

... 

New Year’s Day 

... 

1st January 

Saturday. 

Chinese New Year 


3rd February 

Thursday. 

Full Moon of Tabaung 


18th March 

Saturday. 

Good Friday 


21st April 

Friday, 

Day after Good Friday 


22nd April 

Saturday. 

Easter Monday,., 


24 th April 

Monday. 

Kmg-Emperor’s Birthday 

... 

(Will be notified by 
Government.) 


Beginning of Buddhist Lent. 

14th and 15th July ... 

Friday and Saturday. 

Bakr-id 

... 

* 


End of Buddhist Lent 

... 

10th and 11th October 

Tuesday & Wednesday 

Diwali 

*** 

26th October 

Thursday, 

Tazaungdaing ... 


8th and 9th November 

Wednesday ^Thursday 

Christmas Vacation 

... 

23rd, 25th, 26th and 
27th December 

Saturday, Monday. 
Tuesday & Wednesday 


* Tne Jbakr-id laiison me esin ucioper, lyxo, wiiiwa 
If, however, the new moon is not visible on the 28th September, 1916, the festival will fall 
on the 9th October, 1916, which will in that case be a public holiday. 


Rakgoon : 

8th, 1915, 


C. A. CUTTRISS, 

Searefary. 




tonnage schedule for the port of RANGOON 


Articles, 


Apparel in cases 
Arrowroot in cases 

■■'Barks':' , , 

Beans 

Bees-wax ... 

Betelnut 

Books 

Bones loose, and bone meal 
Bottles (empty) 

Bran 

Brimstone ... 

Bullion 

Cake lac, in bags 
Campbor, in cases 
Cardamoms, in boxes ... 
Castor seed 
Chillies, in bags 
China root, in bags 
Chirretta, in bales 
Cigars 

Cloves, in bags 
Coal ... 

Cochineal ... 

Coffee, in bags 
Coffee, in barrels 
Coir, loose ... 

Coir, bundles 

Copra, m bags — 

Cotton seed... 

Cotton seed cake 
Cotton seed oil 
Cotton, in bales 

, Cutch, in bags 
Cutch, in boxes 
Dhall, in bags 
Elephant teeth, in bulk ... 
Elephant teeth, in cases ... 


TONNAGE SCHEDULE FOR THE PORT OF RANGOON—comW. 


Articles. 

Cwt. per 
ton net. 

Cubic 

feet per ton. 

Flour, in bags ... ... 

20 


Furniture ... ... 

... 

50 

Garlic and Onions 

12 


Ginger, in bags 

16 


Gram, in bags ,,, . ... 

20 


Guano, in bags ... 

16 


Gum, in cases 

... 

50 

Gunny bags and cloth ... 

# » 

50 

Ganja 

... 

50 

Hemp, in bales 

... 

50 

Hides, Buffalo or Cow ... 

16 


Florns, Buffalo or Cow ... 

20 


India-rubber, in bags ... 

20 


Iron 

20 


Jute 


50 

Lac-dye 

■ ' ■ ■" ■ 

50 , 

Linseed 

20 


Machinery ... 

-20 


Maize 

20 


Metals 

20 


Millet ... ...i 

20 


Molasses 

2 pun. or 4 hhds. 


Mustard or Rape seed ... 

20 


Nutmegs, in casks 

♦ « * 

50 

Oats 

16 


Oil, in cases 

Mm* 

50 

Oil, in casks 

4 hhds. 


Oilseed cake 

20 


Orchids 


40 

Paddy 

20 


Paraffin wax, in cases ... ... 

20 


Peas 

20 


Planks and deals 

■i.. 


Private effects ... • 

■ i * * 

40 

Rags 


50 

Raw silk, in bales 



Rattans for dunnage 

20 


Rice, in bags 

20 



TONNAGE SCHEDULE FOR THE PORT OF RANGOON— co«cW. 


Articles. 

Cwt. per 
per ton net. 

Cubic 

feet per ton. 

Rice meal and Rice flour 

20 


Rope, in coils ... ... 


50 

Rope, in bundles ^ ... 

16 


Rum, in casks 

2 puncheons 


Sago, in cases ... ... 

* • « 

50 

Saltpetre ... ... ... 

20 


...Salt/.,: ... 

20 


Seedlac, in cases 

... 

50 

Shells, rough in bags 

20 


Shellac, in cases 


50 

Silk in cases ... 


50 

Silk piece-goods ... ... 

. , ... . . 

50 

Silk (waste) 


50 

Soap, country, in cases ... 

■ ■ 

50 

Sticklac, in bags ... ... 

16 


Sugar, in bags ... ... 

20 


Tallow, in casks ... / .., 

20 


Tamarind, in casks ... ... 

20 


Tea, in chests 


50 

Timber (Padouk) 


50 

Timber (Pinkadoe) 


50 

Timber (Teak in round or square logs. 



scantlings) ... ... 

... 

50 

Til seed 

20 


Tobacco, in bales 

« • • 

50 

Wheat 

20 


Wool 

i 

50 



i 


.SCHEDULE OF COMMISSION CHARGES 

AUTHORIZED BY THE 

BURMA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


1 . On the sale, purchase, or shipment of Bullion, Gold Dust 

or Coin ■ •••. , 1 per cent* 

2. On the purchase (when in funds) or sale of Raw Silk, 

Silk Piece-goods, Opium, Pearls, Precious Stones or 
Jewellery ... ... 2^ „ 

3. On purchasing ditto, when funds are provided by the 

Aigent ... *.« ... ... S ,, 

4* On the sale or purchase of all other goods, the com- 
mission in all cases to be charged upon the gross 
amount of sales, and in regard to purchase upon 
both cost and charges ... ... ... 5 „ 

5. On returns for consignments, if made in produce ... 2^ „ 

6. On returns of consignments, if in Bills, Bullion or 

Treasure ... ■' ... .... I 

7. On accepting bills agaixist consignments ... 1 „ 

8. On the sale or purchase of ships, factories, houses, 

lands and all property of a like description ... 2^ „ 

9. On goods and treasure consigned, and all other property 

of any description referred to Agency for sale, 
whether advanced upon, or otherwise, which shall 
afterwards be “withdrawn, and on goods consigned 
for conditional delivery to others and so delivered 
on invoice amount at 2s. per Rupee ... ' half com. 

10. On making advances or procuring loans of money for 

commercial purposes when the aggregate com- 
mission does not exceed 5 per cent. ... 2| per cent 

11. On ordering, or receiving and delivering goods, super- 

intending the fulfilment of contracts, or on the ship- 
ment of goods, where no other commission is derived. 2| „ 

6 


46 


1? On Eoaranteeing Bills, Bonds or other engagements, 
and on becoming se curity for administration of estate s 
S rSmint for (he disbhrsement of p«bbc 

money 


13. On dd-oredere, or guaranteeing the due or realisation 
of sales ... ••• . *** 


14. On the management of estates for Executors or Ad- 
ministrators ... ••• ••• 


13 On chartering ships or engaging tonnage for consti- 
tuents for vessel to proceed to outports for loading. . . 


On advertising as the Agents for owners or 

ers of ships for cabin passengers, on the amount of 
Ssage nioney, whetherthe same shall pass through 
ihe Agent’s hand'or not ... 


On engaging of Asiatic emigrants for a ship to Mauri- 
tius, the West Indies, or elsewhere, upon the gross 
amount of earnings . . . 


20. On realizing inward freight, inward troop, emigrant, 
or cabin passage money ... 


24 per 


On procuring freight for a ship by shipping orde or 

charter, or on procuring employment a ship on 

monthly hire, or acting as agents for owners. Cap am 
or Charterers of a vessel. Upon the gross amount of 

freight, brokerage inclusive 


19. On engaging troops for a ship to Great Britain or else- 
where, on the gross amount of passage money for 
rank and file 


On landing and re-shipping goods from any vessel in^ 
distress, or on landing and selling by auction damag- 
ed goods for any such vessels, acting as -Agents tor 
the master, on behalf of all concerned, on fte de- 
clared value of all such goods as may be re-shipped, 
and on the net proceeds of all such goods as may 
be publicly sold 


If Opium, Indigo, Raw Silk or Silk Piece-goods... 
If Treasure, Precious Stones or Jewellery 


If a cargo loaded in Burma, consisting of Rice or 

Timber or Cuteh ... 




22* On effecting insurance, whether on lives or property 2| per ceni 
23# On settling insurance claims, losses and averages of 

all classes, and on procuring returns of premium ... 2-J „ 

24. On drawing, purchasing, selling or negotiating Bills of 

Exchange ... ... 

25. On debts or other claims when a process at law or 

arbitration is incurred in claiming them 2^ „ 

Or if recovered by such means ... 5 ,, 

26# On Bills of Exchange returned dishonoured ... 1 „ 

27. On collecting house rent ... ... 2| 

28. On ship’s disbursement .... ... ... 2^ 

29. On realising Bottomry Bonds, or negotiating any loan 

ox respondentia ... ... 2'J 

30. On granting letters of credit ... ... 1 „ 

31. On sale or purchase of Government Stocks, and 

Banks, or other Joint Stock, and on every exchange 
or transfer not by purchase from one class to 
another . ... ... ... ^ 

32. On delivering up Government Stocks, and Banks, or 

other Joint Stock, shares on the market value ... 4 „ 



On all amounts debited and credited within the year 
(less the balance brought forward) upon which no 
commission amounting to 5 per cent, has been 
charged ... ... ... 
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WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

ENGLISH. 


Lineal Measure. 


12 inches 
3 feet 
yards 
40 poles 
8 furlongs 


Superficial 


144 square inches ... 

9 square feet 
30^ square yards ... 

40 poles 

4 roods (4,840 sq, yards) 

AVOIRDUPOIS 
16 drams ... . 

16 ounces 
14 pounds 
8 stones 

20 hundredweights ... 


9 gallons 
18 do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


36 

54 

108 

252 


50*80 kiios 
454 grammes 
28 do 

I metre 
1 anne 

91| centimetres 


1 foot. 

1 yard. 

>i''p 61 e 'or perclu\,:; 
1 

1 mile. 

Measure. 

1 square foot. 

1 square yard. 

1 square, pole. 

1 rood. 

1 acre. 

Weight. 

1 ounce. 

I pound. 

1 stone. 

... 1 hundredvveight. 

1 ton. 

Measure. 

1 firkin. 

1 kilderkin. 

I barrel, 
i hogshead. 

1 butt, 

1 tun. 

French Weights, 

... ... 1 CvVt. 

1 lb. 

.*• . ... 1 02 . 

French Measure. 

,,, 39| inches. 

... 46 inches. 

■■■ . .,l...yard*: ■ 


Beer, &c., 


1 litre 

1 litre, 14 centilitres 


French Liquid Measure. 

about If imperial pint. 


i quart. 


Indian Money. 


3 pies 
12 pies 
16 annas 

15 rupees 

16 rupees 
lOOjOOO rupees 

100 lakhs 


4 dhans 
8 ruttees 

* 12 masbas 

5 tolas 

16 chittacks 
40 seers 


1 pice or | anna, 
1 anna. 

1 rupee. 

1 sovereign. 

1 gold mohur. 

1 iaiih. 

1 crora. 


Indian Weights. 


1 ruttee. 

1 masha. 

1 tola. 

1 chittack, 

I seer. 

I maund (82f ibs.) 



Burmese 

Measures of Capacity. 

1 lamyet 


1 gill 

9 lamyets 


i pint. 

9 lamay 


... 1 pint. 

9 zalay 

• •• 

... i quart. 

9 byee 


1 gallon. 

9 2;ayoot 


... 1 peck. 

9 seit 


... 1 bushel. 

9 hkwai 

... 

1 bushel 


Burmese 

Measures of Weight. 

2 pai 


... 1 moo. 

;.2'':mpO:.; ■' 


... 1 mat. 

4 mats 


... 1 tical 


PILOTAGE AND LIGHT DUES. 


I„ « ofte powers eorferred $ 

of 1889)*, and in supersession 
“‘Stotta?No“ 3 Matea 14th Deoemher, 1S92. the notifications in the Marine 
Nottotion No. 39, dated 19th and Commerce Department Cited 

Notification No. 1, dat^ 11* i)“erDbW 1896. in the margin, the Lieutenant- 

Notification No. 39. dated 10th December, ^ith the previous 

x“ f n.nvprnnr -General in Council, directs that fees for pilotage^ at 

of taoon shall be levied at the rates prescribed in the following 

rules';':--, " 

1 For the nilotage, other than a removal under rule 4, in ward's or 
outwidsl^the c£e mfy be) of any vessel, a fee at the following rates shall 

be paid, namely : — 

fa) for a vessel in tow, or for a steamer not towing any ^^^1 °f 
over 100 tons measurement, the rate specified ,in the 
following table for such pilotage of a vessel of such drafts 


Draft of Vessel. 


Pilotage fee 
between outer 
station and any 
place above 
Elephant Point 
anchorage. 


Pilotage fee to, towards, 
or from Elephant Point 
anchorage, or between 
Thilawa and the Liffey 
Reach, 


Below and 
Above 
Above 
Above 
Above 
Above 
Above 
Above 
Above 
Above 
Above 
Above 
Above 
Above 
Above 
Above 
Above 
Above 


up to 9 feet 

9 feet and up to 

10 feet and up to 

11 feet and up to 

12 feet and up to 

13 feet and up to 

14 feet and up to 

15 feet and up to 

16 feet and up to 

17 feet and up to 

18 feet and up to 

19 feet and up to 

20 feet and up to 

21 feet and up to 

22 feet and up to 

23 feet and up to 

24 feet and up to 

25 feet and up to 


10 feet 

11 feet 

12 feet 

13 feet 

14 feet 

15 feet 

16 feet 

17 feet 

18 feet 

19 feet 

20 feet 

21 feet 

22 feet 

23 feet 

24 feet 

25 feet 

26 feet 



Half the fee 
specified for 
the draft of 
such vessel 
in column 2 


’ Now Indian Ports Act, 1908 , 


Draft of Vessel. 

Pilotage fee 
between outer 
station and any 
place above 
Elephant Point 
anchorage. 

Pilotage fee to, towards, 
or from Elephant Point 
anchorage, or between 
Thilawa and the Liffey 
Reach, 

1 

2 

3 


Rs. A. P. 


Above 26 feet and up to 27 feet 

310 0 0 


Above 27 feet and up to 28 feet 

340 0 0 

Half the fee 

(a) Above 28 feet and up to 29 feet 

1 380 0 0 

specified foi* 

Above 29 feet and up to 30 feet 

i 420 0 0 

the draft of 

Above 30 feet and up to 31 feet 

470 0 0 

such vessel 

Above 31 feet and up to 32 feet 

r 520 0 0 

in column 2. 

Above 32 feet and up to 33 feet 

570 0 0 


Above 33 feet and up to 34 feet 

620 0 0 

J (^) 


(a)— (a) Added by Marine and Commerce Department Notification No. 40, dated the 
23rd September, 1905. 


(d) for a vessel under sail, or a steamer towing a vessel of over* 
100 tons measurement, a rate one-third more tiian the rate 
specified in clause (a) for the like pilotage of a vessel of the 
same draft : 

Provided that, if a vessel under sail proceeding to any place above 
Elephant Point anchorage, does not proceed under sail above the Bassein 
Creek, the rate therefor shall be only one-sixth more than the rate specified 
for a vessel of such draft in column 2 of clause (a) : 

Provided also that if a steamer, towing a vessel of over 100 tons 
measurement to Elephant Point anchorage, continues in the same direction 
from Elephant Point anchorage without such tow, such extra charge of one- 
third shall be made only in respect of the said half rate to such anchorage. 

2, Pilots detained on board vessels awaiting orders in the river shall 
receive Rs. 25 for the first 12 hours and Rs., 2 for every subsequent hour up 
to 48 hours, after which no pilot sh^i remain on board without the permission 
of the Deputy Conservator. 

3 . Pilots detained on board vessels not awaiting orders shall receive 
Rs. 16 for, every 24 hours or part of 24 hours that the vessel may be 
detained : 

Provided also that the minmum period of detention for which a fee may 
be charged shall be one hour ; 

Provided also that, if the vessel is detained through the desertion of 
seamen, or by stress of weather, or because the tide does not suit, or in 
accordance with the Port Rules, or owing to any circumstance over vybich 


the master can have no control, the pilot shall remain on board without any 
extra remuneration for the first 24 hours. 

4. A Pilot removing a vessel from town to an anchorage below the 
Hastings Shoal (and not remaining in charge thereafter) or vice versa, shall 
be entitled to a fee of Rs..l6 in respect of the removal 

5. Pilots who may keep vessels under way after sunset, or who may 
get them under way before sunrise at the request of the masters, shall be 
paid an overtime fee of Rs. 20 in each case. 

6. Any pilot who is discharged from a vessel at Elephant Point shall 
bo paid Rs. 10 to defray the cost of conveyance to the pilot station or to 
Rangoon. 

7. Any vessel discharging a Pilot at Elephant Point shall pay Rs. 50 
for the service of the pilot tender if a requisition is made for another pilot to 
take the vessel to Rangoon or to sea. 

Port Dues, — Vessels loading within the port pay four annas per ton. 
t Vessels which enter the port of Rangoon but do not discharge or take in 
cargo or passengers therein (with the exception of such unshipment and re* 
shipment as may be necessary for the purposes of repair) shall be charged 
with a port due of one and a half annas per ton. No dues levied on vessels 
calling for orders. 

British Burma Coast Light Dues, — All vessels visiting the port pay 
one-anna and one pie per ton inwards, and the same outwards. 

Great and Little Basses Light Dues, — Steamers bound for Ceylon or a 
port westward of Ceylon pay pies per ton, 

Miniaoy Light Dues, — Steamers bound to Europe passing through the 
8 and 9 degrees channel pay pies per ton. 

Straits Light Z)w0s.~Abolished from January 1st, 1913. 



LIST OF REGISTERED JOINT STOCK COMPANIES. 


Name of Company. 

Nominal 

Capital. 

Paid up 
Capital. 

1868 

RS. 


The Rangoon Bazaar Co., Ltd."^ 

* Amalga- 

The Sooratee Bara Ba:2aar y mated 

Co., Ltd, 

2 , 00,000 

2,00,000 

1,67,650 

1.50,000 

1871 



The Rangoon Iron Ba^saar Go,, Ltd. 

1,00,000 

1,00,000 

1872 



The Boglay Bazaar Co., Ltd. 

36,000 

36,000 

1881 



The Fazundaung Bazaar Co„ Ltd, 

3,00,000 

3,00,000 

1882 



Burma Building and Loan Association, Ltd. 

3 , 00,000 1 

3,00,000 

1883 



The Dinewoonquin Sooraten Bazaar Co., Ltd. 

72,500 

72,500 

1889 



The Matingan and Tavoyzu Bazaar Co., Ltd. 

90,000 

89,400 

1899 



Arthur Barnes & Co., Ltd, 

5,00,000 

2,91,840 

1900 



The Rangoon Mutual Benefit Fund 

99,990 

17,678 

1901 



The Kemmendine Sooratee Bara Bazaar 



Co., Ltd, 

3,00,000 

3,00,000 

The Rangoon Oil Co., Ltd. 

20,00,000 

11,94,760 
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LIST OF REGISTERED JOINT STOCK COMPANIES—conW. 

Name of Company. 

Nominal 

Capital. 

Paid up 

Capital. 

1902 

.RS. 

RS. 

The Mouhnejn Kalandan Sooratee Bazaar 



,Co., Ltd*, . .. ' • . •*.* 

2,28,750 

2,21,250 

The Goolam Ariff Estate Co., Ltd. 

20 , 00,000 

20 , 00,000 

1903 



S. Oppenheimer & Co., Ltd. 

3,99,000 

3,50,000 4 

F. C. Hannay & Co*, Ltd. 

50,000 

40,000 

Walker & Whyte, Ltd. 

2,55,000 

2,55,000 

1904 



The Burma Cotton Co., Ltd. 

5,00,000 

' 3,00,000 

The Hanthawaddy Land Co., Ltd. 

1 , 00,000 

64,895 

1905 



Barnett Bros., Ltd. 

3,00,000 

2,72,500 

S. C. Coombes, Ltd. ... 

3,00,000 

2,46,000 

The Burma Rice Mills Co., Ltd. ... 

1 , 00,000 

1 , 00,000 

The Kemmendine Hlawga Co*, Ltd. 

10 , 00,000 

10 , 00,000 

. 

1906 



The Bank of Rangoon, Ltd. 

16,00,000 

16,00,000 

The Madras Steam Navigation Co., Ltd. ... 

10 . 00,000 

2,06.695 H'-i 

Madaya, Mandalay Light Railway Co*, Ltd. 

! 5,00,000 

1,71,650 

The Burma Para Rubber Co., Ltd. 

7 , 00,000 

5.35,120 

The Ahlone Land Co., Ltd. 

15,00,000 

7,56.000 1 

The Victoria Lake Land Co,, Ltd. 

2,30.000 

23,000 1 

1907 


I 

The Mogok Transport and Trading Co., Ltd. 

1 , 00,000 

84,000 1 

Ban Swee Joo Sc Co., Ltd. ... 

1 , 00,000 

60,000 f 

The National Trading Co., Ltd. ... 

1 , 00,000 

3,650 1 

The Golden Valley Estate Co., Ltd. 

2,07,000 

2,07,000 1 

Syriam Land Co., Ltd. ... 

6 , 00,000 

2,40.000 

The Rangoon River l^nd Co., Ltd. 

2,50,000 

2,50,000 1 

Windermere Land Co*, Ltd. 

2,25,000 

2,24,750 1 

4 
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LIST OF REGISTERED JOINT STOCK COMPANIES— conW. 


Name of Company, 


1908 

The Asiatic Trading Co., Ltd. ... 

F. C. Fabricius & Co., Ltd. ■■...■ 

The Rangoon Motor Transport Co., Ltd. 

The Dana Bawga Co., Ltd. 

J. Maloney 8c Co., Ltd.... 

The Kodaungbo Saw Mill Co., Ltd. 

The Burma Shell Co., Ltd. 

The Nath Singh Oil Co., Ltd. ... 

1909 

Jamal’s Cotton and Produce Co., Ltd. 

The Twinzas Oil Co., Ltd. 

The Indo-Burma Petroleum Co., Ltd. 

The Arakan Agricultural Co-operative Society 
Ltd. ... ... 

Burma Chemical Industries, Ltd..., 

Motor House Co., Ltd..*. *.* 

Jamal Brothers & Co., Ltd. ... ... 

The United Tvnnyo Oil Co., Ltd. 

The Madras Stores, Ltd, ... 

The Moolla Rice Mill Co., Ltd. ... 

Mooila Da wood’s Cotton Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd. 

<rhe Rangoon Mining Co., Ltd. ... 

The Kawainda Rice Mill Co., Ltd. 

The Yenangyaung Oil Co., Ltd, ... 

The Chinese Merited Banking Co., Ltd. ... 
Misquith, Ltd. ... ' ' 

1910 

The Sm Drug Co., Ltd, ' " ... - ' 

The Karen Co-operative Agricultural Bank, 
.--X.rftd* .'.I.' ■ ..... 

Stork ^ Co., Ltd. ... • 

The Moulmein Rubber Plantations, Ltd. ' ... 
Taungbalaung Copper Mine, Ltd. ... 


Nominal 

Capital. 

Paid.. , Up: ■ 

■ Capital..':;:-' 


RS* 

1,00,000 

7,975 

2,00,000 

2,00,000 

2,00,000 

1,00,782 

1,00,000 

50,000 

60,000 

22,000 

75,000 

75,000 

4,50,000 

4,50,000 

40,00,000 

23,81,230 

30,00,000 

18,00,000 

40,00.000 

22,00,525 

1,00,00,000 

93,38,000 

2,00,000 

1,340 

5,00,000 

3,32,750 

1,00,000 

59,250 

1,00,00.000 

60,00.800 

50,00,000 

8.90.250 

10,000 

831 

15,00,000 

10,05,300 

20,00,000 

7,73,300 

2,60,000 

1,72,500 

22,500 

22,500 

15,00,000 

7,31,515 

50,000 

22,600 

2,25,000 

2,24,970 

1,50,000 

1,12,262 

20,00,000 

79,601 

11,00,000 

3,52,000 

8,75,000 

4,96,892 

2,00,000 

' 19,950 
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LIST OF REGISTERED JOINT STOCK COMPANIES— conM. 


Name of Company. 

Nominal 

Capital. 

Paid up 
Capital. 

1910 — conoid. 

RS. 

RS. 

Kambay Para Rubber Estates, Ltd. 

2,00.000 

1,42,650 

Sethledaung (Shwegyin) Para Rubber Co., 



■ Ltd.- ... ... ' ... ■ 

4,00,500 

80,540 

The Tavoy Concessions, Ltd. 

3,00,000 

1,69,998 

The Egane (Tavoy) Mining Co., Ltd. 

50,000 

50,000 

Irrawaddy Petroleum Oil Syndicate, Ltd. ... 

30,00,000 

30,00,000 

1911 



Burma Fibre Co., Ltd..,, 

5,00,000 

1,50,060 

Burma Malaya Mines, Ltd. ... ...i 

9,97,500 

7,32,874 

Moolla Oil Co„ Ltd. ... 

45,00,000 

45,00,000 

Hermyingyi Mining Co. , Ltd. 

6,00,000 

4,79,998 

Burma Model Laundry, Ltd. 

30,000 

28,610 

Burma Gold Dredging Co. (1911), Ltd. 

10,50,000 

10,46,970 

Upper Burma Mineral Prospecting Syndi- 




50,000 

C:9,550-' 

Burma Sanitary Steam Laundry, Ltd. 

30,000 

8,772 

Pathee ChaUng Rubber Co., Ltd.... 

3,30,000 

1,04,713 

Myitha Co., Ltd. 

1,50,000 

3,550 

Konthi Akyosaung Co., Ltd. ... 

1,00,000 

7,950 

Sigyi & Co., Ltd, 

30,000 

6,790 

1912 



Tavoy Exploration Syndicate, Ltd. 

1,00,000 

2,496 

Burma Railways Co-operative Stores Society, 



Ltd ... ... 

5,00,000 

52,743 

Akyab Commercial Co., Ltd. ... 

1.00,000 


Kashmir House, Ltd. ... 

1.00,000 


Massink& Co., Ltd. ... 

5,00,000 

2,50,000 

Burma Oil Lands, Ltd. ... ... 

45,000 

45,000 

Rangoon Loan Association, Ltd. . . . ... 

20.000 

9,054 

Warnateza Co,, Ltd. ... 

55,000 

• «« 

Pazundaung Loan Association, Ltd. 

50,000 

7,236 

Sun Press, Ltd. ... ... 

50,000 

37,320 

Zamaye Riee Mill Co., Ltd. 

30,000 

30,000 



LIST OF REGISTERED JOINT STOCK COMPANIES— concld. 


Name of Company. 

Nominal 

Capital 

Paid up 
Capital 

1913 

RS. 

RS. 

Ratana Thukba Co., Ltd. 

50,000 

39,360 

Buthidaung-Maungdaw Tramway Co., Ltd, 

18,00,000 

5,01,560 

Arakan Motor Transport Co., Ltd. 

25,000 

10,950 

Kak Min Yip Pao Co., Ltd. 

30,000 

18,285 

Radcliff <& Co., Ltd. ... 

13,50,000 

13,10,310 

Aingtalok-Paiikkon Embankment Co., Ltd. ^ 

1,00,000 


Padetha Rice Mill Co., Ltd. 

50,000 

25,250 

1914. 



Dhana Waddhi Co., Ltd. ... ... 

50,000 

2,840 

Nansan Dredging Co., Ltd. ... 

British Plumbing & Sanitary Engineering 

6,00,000 

3,00,070 

Co., Ltd. ... ... ... 

2,50,000 


Dawson’s Agricultural Loan Co., Ltd. 

4,00,000 

... 

1915* 



Oil Producing Syndicate, Ltd. ... 

1,00,000 


Burma Minerals, Ltd. • 

1,50,000 

»*» • 

Lun Maung Brothers & Co., Ltd. 

50,000 


Macgregor & Co., Ltd. 

75,00,000 




58 
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r 



* For details of Treasure, see Statement on page 60. 

+ The actual value of goods carried between Provincial ports is about half that shown here since these figures cover both export 

and import of the same goods. 
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Manufactures of Iron or Steel 
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LIQUORS 
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The combined exports of all the ports in Burma (excluding interportal trade) will be found in the following table 
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Grand Total {Foreign and India,) ' 

From Rangoon ... ... ... 133,057 1,47-84 139,249 1,47-02 144,853 1.62'20 121,169 1,37-97 107,130 1,51'S4 

Moulmein ... ... ... 53,886 54-97 37,276 37 92 47,868 51-62 40,450 j 47 51 29,867 37-58 


MINERAL OILS 



HIDES AND SKINS. 

The following table gives the exports from Rangoon only and to foreign ports only : 
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COTTON (RAW.) 



DISTRIBUTION OF THE TRADE OF BURMA. 

The Statement below shows how the trade of Rang03n in merchandise with foreign countries v/as distribitted 

in the periods shown : — 
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE TRADE OF BVtmA— concluded. 
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WORKING OF THE MERCHANDISE MARKS ACT, RANGOON. 

There was a great decrease in the number of infringements of this Act in the year under review, only 138 cases being 
reported as compared with 363 in 1913«14. The statement below shows briefly their nature and the manner in which they were 
dealt with i — ___ 
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